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Louis Riel: Power of Attorney 
 
 
Shown below is a Power of Attorney that Louis Riel made out to his mother, Julie Riel on 
March 5, 1878 while in New York. It is notarized by N.A. Kinney a Notary Public. The 
document also has an attached Certificate of Proof from the Clerk’s Office of Clinton 
County, State of New York, signed by William J. McCaffrey. 
 
This document was likely made out while Riel was staying at Keeseville, N.Y. This town 
is located in Clinton County just west of Lake Champlain and is about 90 miles south of 
Montréal. Upon his release from a mental asylum in Beauport Quebec in 1878 Riel 
traveled to Keeseville, New York, where he lived with Father Fabien Martin dit Barnabé. 
In time, he fell in love with the priest's sister, Evelina, and the two became secretly 
engaged. 
 
It is noteworthy that Riel authorizes his mother to sells his lands “of every description” in 
Manitoba, except “my Metis Rights” by which he is referring to the lands he was entitled 
to receive under the Manitoba Act. 
 
This document was conveyed to the Louis Riel Institute by the Manitoba Land Titles 
office in 2008. 
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